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in the striking phenomena of fire,'thunderstorm, the firmament, etc., are presented in the hymns of the Rigveda in transparent personification as the gods Agni, Indra, Varuna, etc. Nay, to a certain extent we see the forces of nature even in the hands of the poets crystallising into personal gods. This primitive view of the world is true, so far as man recognises in all action of nature his own being (Will) ; it is untrue, so far as he transfers not only his own being, but also its form of appearance (personality) to the" forces of nature.
We know that these forces from the lowest to the highest are only the original forms in which the Will to life variously appears. This truth came to light in the second period of Indian life in the conception, that there is but one Being, the (impersonal) Brahman, and that all gods, men, animals, plants, and inanimate beings are the diverse manifestations of it. The relation between phenomena and the thing-in-itself is conceived figuratively as an emanation of the world * from Brahman, compared to the coming forth of the web from the spider, the plants from the earth, the hair from the body. But at the same time the eternity of the souls, for ever circulating in the Samsdra (that is in the phenomenal world) is maintained ; from which follows clearly, that their relation to Brahman is to be conceived not as the temporal: f relation of the effect to its cause, but as the relation of the time-conditioned to the timeless, that is, of